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NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland urges the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee to issue a favorable report on
SB0172 — Maryland Health Equity Resource Act, sponsored by Senator Antonio Hayes.

Our organization is an advocate for reproductive health, rights, and justice. Reproductive justice calls for an
anti-racist and intersectional approach to our advocacy to ensure that rights to bodily autonomy, access to
comprehensive family planning, and high-quality, affordable healthcare are upheld for all.! Although
Maryland has some of the most progressive legislation when it comes to reproductive healthcare in the United
States, racial disparities relating to access to care in the state still persist. These inequalities are apparent when
considering maternal mortality rates and access to family planning resources.

The 2019 Maryland Maternal Mortality Review conducted by the Maryland Department of Health, confirmed
maternal mortality rate (MMR) for Black women is 4 times higher than the MMR for white women, and is 1.2
times higher than the national average for Black women. It has also been shown that on average 65% of
women have an unmet need for contraceptive services and 27% of women require public support to access
contraception in Maryland, with Black and Latinx women representing 44% and 27% of those needs,
respectively.” These statistics demonstrate clear disparities in access to quality healthcare for these populations
in Maryland.

SB0172 can help address these issues and help reduce health inequities overall by increasing access to
reproductive health resources where they are needed most. This bill calls for establishing the Health Equity
Resource Community Advisory Committee and Fund in order to support health care initiatives including (1)
increasing health provider capacity and improving health care delivery which could mitigate unmet need for
contraceptive and family planning resources;¥ (2) improving care coordination which could improve maternal
health outcomes;" (3) and addressing upstream determinants of health and non-medical needs of the
communities at hand to improve reproductive health overall."i

For these reasons, NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland urges a favorable committee report on SB0172. Thank you
for your time and consideration.

i SisterSong. "Reproductive Justice." http://www.sistersong.net/reproductive-justice .
i CDC National Center for Health Statistics. Maternal Mortality by State, 2018. Report. National Center for Health Statistics, CDC. 2019.
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/maternal-mortality/MMR-2018-State-Data-508.pdf
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